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Letters to the Editors 





Young People Interested in Project in Japan 





From Four Denominations 
To the Editors: 

Recently about sixty young people from 
the Presbyterian, Baptist, Methodist and 
Episcopal churches of Williamson, W. Va., 
had a joint fellowship meeting to dis- 
cuss “The Christian Church in the World 
Today.” Among the topics discussed was 
the proposal of Dr. MacLean to build hos- 


pitals in Hiroshima and Nagasaki. The 
group responded very favorably. 
We wish you to know that we are 


willing to co-operate to the fullest ex- 
tent with either proposal, for the building 
of the hospitals, or the later proposal to 
build a university in Japan, which the 
Federal Council of Churches has approved. 

We would appreciate any further infor- 
mation which you might give us as to how 


we may aid in this cause. 
JUNE BAILEY, Presbyterian Church, 
NANCY BROOK, Baptist Church, 


CHARLES GRAY, 
Williamson, W. Va. 


Methodist Church. 


@ EDITORS’ NOTE—A nationwide com- 
mittee ix to be organized to direct this 
venture of compassion and goodwill. When 
the organization is completed announce- 
ment will be made in this paper. Until 
that time, individuals and groups inter- 
ested in this movement will have to bide 
their time, 


Poll’s Value 


To the Editors: 


Whatever this poll shows, it will 
not necessarily indicate the .trend among 
all members of all churches, The 


groups being polled are, no doubt, better 
informed at present. However, every 
minister, seminary student and church of- 
ficer is obligated to see to it that all 
members of all churches are fully ac- 
qvainted with the reasons, for and against 
the proposal, before the final and decisive 
votes are cast. The fact that opposition 
to the proposal exists is evidence enough 


that it should be thoroughly examined 
from all angles by all members of all 
churches, starting now. 


B. L. ORVIS. 


Welsh, La. 


To the Editors: 

‘ I am sure that there are many— 
as myself—who will find guidance in your 
own decision in this matter from your 
poll. Fer my own part the value of the 
poll will be in direct proportion as THE 


OUTLOOK uses its sense of balance in 
presenting its interpretation of the sta- 
tistics. JAMES MILLARD, JR. 


New Orleans. 


To the Editors: 

— You are rendering a great service 
in the poll on reunion. It will do much 
to clarify the issue and to guide the pres- 
byterles and the Assembly. A split in our 
church is too great a price to pay for re 
union. There is need of wisdom and pa- 
tient waiting with earnest intercession. 

R. F. CAMPBELL. 
Asheville, N. C. 


Year’s Moratorium 


To the Editors: 
In response to your recent inquiry by 
postal card concerning “Reunion of the 


Presbyterian Church, US, (South) and the 
Presbyterian Church, USA,” I submit the 
following: 

I am in,.favor of declaring a moratorium 
on the discussion of this matter of reunion 
for a year beginning April 1, 1946. In 
view of the tragic confusions and uncer- 


tainties in our national life as well as 
in our international relations, the church 
should not have her attention and inter- 
est diverted by internal discussions of this 
matter of reunion. On all sides we are 
confronted with religious indifference; de- 
cline in church attendance; losses in mem- 
bership in our Sunday schools; juvenile 
delinquency; widespread divorce; disobe- 
dience to law; crime waves and the liquor 
traffic. Abroad, hunger is stalking 
through Europe and men and women and 
innocent children are dying by the thou- 
sands while we argue among ourselves. 
The Master said: “Inasmuch as ye have 
done it unto one of the least my breth- 
ren, ye have done it unto me.” 

The church must face these vital is- 
sues with a united front. In this critical 
postwar period let the church listen to 
the command of Christ and resolve to 
obey. 

I am for a moratorium on this discus- 
sion of reunion for a year beginning April 
1, 1946. Let us have peace within our 
borders that we may give ourselves with 
sacrifice and devotion to the tragic needs 
of this confused and suffering world. 

JAMES H. TAYLOR, 
Pastor Emeritus of Central Church, 
Washington, D. C. 
Charleston, S. C. 


‘‘But They Won't... .”’ 
To the Editors: 

I have just received your card asking 
for my cpinion on the subject of the union 
of the US and USA Presbyterian Churches. 

For 25 years I have heard this question 
and discussed, and as far as I 
can see we are no nearer a solution of it. 

Union of all the leading Protestant 
churches would be a beautiful thing if 


cussed 


they would all come together and work 
in harmony with each other, but they 
won't, . . . or for all the seven or eight 


branches of the Presbyterian family 
(There are 14 or 15.—Ed.) to unite into 
one great church, but they have no inten- 
tion of doing so, ‘ 

I can name many things in America 
that are doing far more damage to our 
homes, our lives, and the Kingdom of 
God, than the separation of the US and 
USA Presbyterian Churches. One mar- 
riage out of every six, or more, is going 
on the rocks and ending in the divorce 
courts; the Sabbath Day is practically 
ignored by the majority of American peo- 
ple; immorality is running rampant; the 
liquor traffic is cluttering up our news- 
papers with its ads. . . Any one of these 
things and many others are far more 
detrimental to the high spiritual and 
moral life of our people than the ques- 
tion of the union of the two churches. 

= You remind me of the little child 
sitting on the steps crying because his 
daddy won't get the moon and give it to 
him. 

I have no special objection to the union 
of the two churches, if they would unite, 
but they won't, and I think that any in- 
telligent person should know that the 
more you argue a point of difference with 
your fellowman. the farther apart you are 
going to get. The happiest home in 
America could be broken up in short or- 
der if the husband and wife would be- 
gin harping on the few things on which 
they do not agree. Why can’t we as 
Christians exercise enough of the grace of 
our Lord and Savior to forget our dif- 
ferences with each other, and join to- 
gether fighting divorce, immorality, drunk- 
enness, gambling, stealing and unbelief. 

If we were all united in one church 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK re-entered as second class matter, June 15 


under the act of March 3, 1879. 


Published weekly on Monday by Presbyterian o 
Mreet, Riehmond 18, Virginia. Telephone 2-94932. 


and continued to let the Devil have his 


way, we would be in the same fix we 
are now. M. L. BAKER. 
Del Rio, Texas. 

@ EDITOR’S NOTE—Southern and 


Northern Methodists united (see editorial, 
page 9); others have done and are doing 
so; our poll shows 71 per cent responding 
in favor of it. As any reader of this pa- 
per knows, Dr. Baker has no quarrel with 
us on the score of opposing the flagrant 
evils of the day. Perhaps it is not essen- 
tial in such cases, but it would help the 
church—our church—in taking its stand 
against divorce and broken homes, if it 
could close the breach made in its own 
family 85 years ago—‘Physician, heal thy- 
self.” Then, there is a withering command 
ubout reconciliation with a brother (Matt. 
5:23) before God is pleased with efforts 
to serve him. 


For a 8. C. Grandfather 
To the Editors: 

. One reason for my interest in the 
reunion of the two bodies of our church 
(Presbyterian, US-USA) is that my 
mother’s father, Thomas C. Perrin, of 
Abbeville, S. C., whose name I have the 
honor to bear, was a member of the As- 
sembly in Augusta, Ga., that separated 
the Southern church from the Northern. 
Now. I am confident he would approve my 
effort to bring them together—unite them. 

I served as an elder of the First church 
of Raleigh; then was active in establish- 
ing the West Raleigh church: a commun- 
ity church, but primarily to serve the 
students of N. C. State College, of which 
church I was an elder from its organiza- 
tion. I am now retired as dean emeritus 
of N. C, State College. . . As my home 
is now established here, my membership 
has been transferred to the First Church 
of this city. 

THOMAS PERRIN HARRISON. 
Ashevile, N. C. 
Gnat and Camel 
To the Editors: 

I have just read Art Field’s splendid 
letter in the March 18th issue, and your 
accompanying “answer.” Field has not 
gone “far afield” as you claim. On the 
contrary, he speaks words of “truth and 
soberness.” I was in seminary with him 
for three years, and any professor or stu- 
dent can tell you that there was no man 
in the seminary during this period more 
capable of doing clear thinking on vital 
issues than Art Field. These are not the 
words of a crackpot. [I thank God that 
he has raised up a champion of the gospel 
with a mind as Keen as his. 

Your “reply” did not reply to the main 
point at all. Field’s thesis was that 
Southern Presbyterian liberals are tol- 
erant of extreme liberalism, even Uni- 
tarianism, and intolerant of fundamen- 
talism. This charge you conveniently left 
unanswered, for there is no answer. It 
is true. You liberals are “straining 
at a gnat and swallowing a camel.” If 
you would spend half the energy fighting 
modernism that you spend fighting Dis- 
pensationalism (and I am no Dispensa- 
tionalist) you would do the cause of the 
Lord Jesus Christ a great service. 

CHARLES McNUTT. 
Fayetteville, W. Va. 


No Family Feud 
To the Outlook: 

I'm mad! Oh, no! Not at you folks. 
You see it’s like this: When I came down 
to school, Mrs. S. W. Lacy, my mother, 
wouldn't send me THE OUTLOOK because 
she wanted Dr. Thompson’s lessons for 
herself. But I want the Letters to the 
Editor, and the current goings-on—so 
here’s my three bucks to settle the family 
feud! BILL LACY. 


Hampden-Sydney College. 


1910, at the postoffice at Richmond, Va., 


the South, Inc., Room 3203, 13 North Fifth 
10¢ @ copy, $3 a year. Foreign postage $1 extra. 
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Early Trend of Poll 
On Reunion is Held 


In Later Tabulation 


71% Favorable to Presbyterian 
Reunion; 29% Are Opposed 


With first reports on Missouri, Okla- 
homa, Arkansas, West Virginia, Louisi- 
ana and Georgia, the poll being con- 
ducted by the editors of THE PRESBY- 
TERIAN OUTLOOK on the question of 
the possible reunion of the Presbyterian 
Churches, US and USA, now reflects 
trends of feeling in all sections of the 
denomination. A summary of the re- 
turns shows 37% favoring reunion ‘as 
soon as practicable’; 34% favoring re- 
union “but not while there is any con- 
siderable protesting minority’; and 
29% as opposed to reunion. 

Pestal card ballots have been sent to 
every minister in the church, to all 
seminary students, and to hundreds of 
elders, in churches in all the synods. 

Elders responding to the poll indicate 
very much the same point of view as 
that reflected by the summary. Their 
separated ballots show 41% for reunion 
as soon as practicable; 30% for reunion, 
with the qualification; and 29% op- 
posed. 

Responses to the poll by synods are 
indicated below: 


1. I favor reunion of -these two 
churches as soon as practicable. 

2. I favor reunion of these churches, 
but not while there is any considerable 
protesting minority. 

8. I Oppose reunion of these two 
churches, 


SYNOD 1 2 3 
Snedecor 47% 47% 6% 
Kentucky 62 28 10 
Missouri 58 26 16 
Seminary Students 48 32 20 
Tennessee 46 34 . 20 
Oklahoma 30 47 23 
Texas 48 28 24 
Arkansas 38 38 24 
West Virginia 30 46 24 
Alabama 32 43 25 
Virginia 39 35 26 
Louisiana 36 38 26 
North Carolina 37 33 30 
Florida 42 24 34 
Mississippi 25 35 40 
Georgia 26 32 42 
Appalachia 16 38 46 
South Carolina 16 33 51 

SUMMARY 37 Bt 29 
Elders Only 41 30 29 


In coming weeks changes in these 
Standings will be printed as they occur 
and also studies of the vote by presby- 
teries will be revealed. 


Scholarship Winners Named 


Mississippi Places 6; West Virginia 3, Out of 20 


Six Mississippi young people are an- 
nounced as winners of scholarships 
offered by the Louisville Committee of 
Christian Education, by Executive Secre- 
tary Wade H. Boggs. West Virginia 
places second in this year’s contest 
placing three winners out of the twenty. 
Tennessee, North Carolina, Virginia and 
Missouri have two winners each while 
Appalachia, South Carolina and Ala- 
bama have one each. 

These twenty scholarships are offered 
to seniors in high school who are mem- 
bers of the Presbyterian Church, US, 
toward their education in the church’s 
colleges. Scholarships are valued at 
$2,000, $1,600, $1,200, $1,000, $500, 
$400, three of $300 each, three of $200 
each, and eight of $100 each. The first 
four awards are on a four-year basis, 
one-fourth the amount being available 
for each college year. 

Extensive tests are required of com- 
petitors in the contest, with several 
comprehensive papers demanded. 

Winners in this year’s contest, as an- 
nounced by Dr. Boggs, are as follows: 

1. William Junkin Hamilton, Knox- 
ville, Tenn. 

2. Virginia 
Miss. 

3. Charles Till Davis, Fayette, Miss. 

4. Donald Woods Shriver, Norfolk, 
Va. 

5. Alethea Wardlaw Mitchell, 
Memphis, Tenn. 

6. Jean Stewart Wasserman, Hunt- 
ington, W. Va. 


Catching, Hazlehurst, 


7. Irvine Henry Anderson, JZJr., 
Natches, Miss. 

8. Carter Lambert Coghill, Charles- 
town, W. Va. 

9. Helen Ruth Coplen, Summit, Miss. 

10. Virginia Patricia Murphy, Blue- 
field, W. Va. 

11. Suzanne Catherine Espenett, 
Kansas City, Mo. 

12. Catherine Lenoir Davis, Liberty, 
a. & 

13. James Venner Cobb, Jr., Louis- 
ville, Miss. 

14. Anita Viola MacKenzie, Char- 
lottesville, Va. 

15. William Wooten Peters, Wilming- 
ton, N. C. 

16. Betsy Joan Mason, Mobile, Ala. 

17. Marjorie Anne Hoffeld, St. Louis, 
Mo. 

18. Sarah June Patterson, Greens- 
boro, N. C. 

19. Lois Valeria McFadden, Tupelo, 
Miss. 

20. Harriet Evans Kaveney, Gallatin, 
Tenn. 


Honorable Mention (No Award) 

21. Harold Brice Alexander, Chester, 
Ss. C. 

22. Mary Louise Dickson, Huntsville, 
Ala. 

23. Margaret Elizabeth Bole, Carrol- 
ton, Miss. 

24. Robert Conrad Palmer, Jr., Pensa- 
cola, Fla. 

25. Carrie Blanche Dixon, Jackson- 
ville, Fla. 





poe 
Atomic Warfare Renort, Not 
Adopted By FC, Will Be Published 


The report on “Atomic Warfare and 
the Christian Faith,’’ made by twenty- 
two theologians of national reputation, 
widely and erroneously reported in the 
daily press when it was presented to the 
recent meeting of the Federal Council 
in Columbus, Ohio, has been acted upon 
by the executive committee of the coun- 
cil. The Columbus meeting took no 
action on the paper except to refer it 
to the executive committee. At the 
March meeting of this committee the 


report was neither adopted nor rejected; 
it was ‘‘approved for publication as an 


expression of the opinion of the 22 
signers of the document.” 


Members of the committee making the 
study come from all shades of opinion 
regarding the waging of war. Because 
of their stature and the significance of 
their report the Federal Council leaders 
have thought it worthwhile to provide 
this report for general distribution. It 
was well understood at Columbus that 
any effort to adopt the report would 
have torn the special meeting asunder 
because of the wide divergence of opin- 
ion regarding the atomic bomb on the 
part of members of the council. 

President Frank H. Caldwell, of 
Louisville Seminary, was one of the 
signers of the report. Chairman of the 
committee was Robert L. Calhoun, pro- 
fessor of historical theology at Yale 
University. 
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Handling Those Anxious Cares 
By ANSLEY C. MOORE 


~~. . do not worry about life . . what you will have to 


eat or drink or about your body. . . .’’——-Matt. 6:25 (Good- 
speed). 
“Look at the birds which fly "—-Matt. 6:26 (Wey- 
mouth). 
“Observe well the wild lilies . . . .‘’——Matt. 6:28 (Wey- 
mouth. 


“But seek ye first the kingdom of God 
things shall be added unto you.”—Matt. 6: 
Version). 


. and all these 
33 (King James 


F WE COUL? SOMEHOW FIND the key to handling our 
anxieties, our our cares, life for most ef us 
would be wonderfully worth living. We are to consider 

here one of life’s major concerns, the matter of handling 
those anxious cares. 

These gleaming words from the New Testament fall in 
the center of that sermon of our Lord’s which St. Augustine 
first called ‘‘the Sermon on the Mount.”’ In this great dis- 
course Jesus is setting forth not of conduct but 
rather those inner emotional attitudes we must have if 
we are to be his disciples. He begins not with the outside 
but with the inside, not with conduct but with character. 
As he sets forth these attitudes in the beatitudes, we see 
that this Sermon is his Magna Charta, his concept of the 
characteristics of a citizen of the Kingdom. 
to be thus and so, and then to do thus and so. 

Now, in the main, our anxious cares cluster about (a) 
our physical wants. 
lem of human 
determine what we are. 


werries, 


rules 


We are first 


Here we come upon the central prob- 
nature—our The things we want 
Some want chiefly physical grati- 
fication, so lust, alcohol, morphine rule their destiny. Some 
want goodness, purity, truth, so God rules their days. Much 
of our anxious thought clusters about (b) our future. What 
will befall us? Will the years bring some evil thing? What 
will our end be? And about (c) our loved ones. Most of 
our so-called ‘‘trouble”’ in these dear interests of 
our hearts. They are the cause, for the most part, of our 
pacing the floor in some secret chamber, biting our nails, 
wringing our hands, clenching our fists, beating our breasts 
and wailing to the heavens for relief. 

There are certain observations which are timely as we 
think of those cares which cause many at night to rest 
their heads upon uneasy pillows. 


desires. 


centers 


Many Cares Are Groundless 


The first observation is this: Many of our most anxious 
fears are absolutely groundless. The things we anticipate 
and stand in dread of seldom happen. We are afraid. We 
lie in the dark. Our tense minds go in circles. We hatch 
up terrible things to befall us. But, thanks be to God! 
the tragedy is usually only in our minds. 

Much of this is due to a peculiar phenomenon in human 
experience which I certainly do not understand. I refer to 
moods. Recently I was under the spell of a strange mood 
for days. I awakened one morning with an indescribable 
sense of impending tragedy. I permitted it to make no 
difference in my work and I kept it a dark secret, but dur- 
ing those days I knew that something awful would descend 
upon me or mine. I could not shake it off. I do not under- 
stand these moods to which most of us are subjected, but 
I know one thing for sure. It is this: there is an ebb and 
flow in the spiritual life just as there is the ebb and flow 
of the ocean. One of God’s immutable laws is that if the 
tide goes out, it must come in again. It always comes back. 
And so the ebb tide in my depressed spirit always leads 


to an inrush of God’s Spirit. It never fails. When the tide 
goes out revealing the sandbars, the muck, the mire in my 
soul, I have learned in maturity to wait patiently upon 
God for the tide to flow in again. 

In such moods, when the tide is out, 
worry is work. And the work must be gripping, impelling, 
worth doing. Throwing oneself into a task like the King- 
dom’s building is the best spiritual cathartic I know for 
these edd tide moods, and many, most, of the things we fear 
in these moods never happen. “Today is the tomorrow 
we feared yesterday.’’ 


the antidote for 


Petty Things Cause Worry 


My second observation is quite as simple as the first: 
much of our overly-anxious thought is of small irritations 
rather than of large concerns. Have you ever known any- 
one to have a nervous breakdown over world conditions? 
Do you know many who pace the floor at night working 
themselves into a dither over lost humanity or even over 
their own inability to meet temptation victoriously? These 
are large concerns. About what do we usually wring our 
hands and weep? Most of our anxious worries are over 
an irritating neighbor; an unpleasant member of the fam- 
ily; hurt pride; thwarted secret social ambitions; people 
who anger us; acquaintances we dislike; our pet peeves 
in general. 

Someone has observed that nervous breakdowns are 
sometimes due to tension caused by realizing the differ- 
ence between what we are and the person we want to be. 
And here is precisely where Christ walks into our experi- 
ence, if we will let him. He knows about the person we 
are. He, too, dreams about the person we ought to be, 
and so he says to us: ‘“‘Give me your life. Just as I made 
unstable Simon Peter a rock, and persecuting Paul a power- 
ful preacher, so I shall make you the person you want 
to be, and we will start with the person you are.” If we 
could punch a clock to register our worrying time, we would 
find that we put in ‘‘overtime’’ on the petty cares rather 
than on the large concerns. When the big things take the 
center of the stage in our thinking, we are ready to “knock 
off.”” We have other things to do. But we can usually 
find time to fret over matters of small import. 


Not Carelessness But Trust 


The third observation has to do with interpretation: we 
cannot interpret this passage too exactly. Our Lord, the 
incarnation of Wisdom, is not urging upon us the happy 
carelessness of birds. Have you ever watched a bird peck 
at a crumb of bread? It pecks, it eats what it wants, it 
shakes its bill—scattering the remainder—and then flies 
off leaving enough to feed it another day. That is care- 
lessness, and our Lord abhors that. It is certainly not 
the thoughtless, light-heartedness of little children that he 
extols. And, to be sure, it is not the reckless abandon 
of flowers whose thought is never of tomorrow. 

Jesus does not forbid foresight. He does not disparage 
prudence. He would never sneer at thrift. He is attack- 
ing anxiety, not forethought. He is allaying fear, not in- 
dustry. He is elevating a simple trust in the Heavenly 
Father. He is glorifying a calm. faith which never falters. 
Worry destroys our peace and efficiency. Anxiety curtatis 
our usefulness. Once as I hurried Bishop Edwin Holt 
Hughes along a dark street to a preaching appointment, I 
spoke of how I longed for a period of rest where I weuld 
not have to hurry. Quietly he said, “It is not hurry that 
harms us, but anxious hurry!” It is true. The filial atti- 
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tude of the little child brings a simple trust which the 
Apostle had when he sat in a cold Roman prison and wrote 
trustingly: ‘‘I also suffer these things; nevertheless, I am 
not ashamed; for I know whom I have believed, and am 
persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have com- 
mitted unto him against that day. . . Iam now ready to 
be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand. I have 
fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept 
the faith. Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, shall 
give me at that day .”’ Rightly interpreting these 
words of the Sermon on the Mount lead to that pro- 
foundly simple trust. 


Anxiety Betrays Our Distrust 


One of the commentators points out that Jesus has two 
arguments here for his thesis that we should never worry 
about our earthly condition but should rather trust in a 
loving Heavenly providence: one is the argument from 
Nature in which he points to the birds and flowers as 
examples. The other argument is from common sense. 
God gave you your life, he says. Will he not supply the 
means of sustaining it? You are foolish to worry over 
your future. A merciful providence hides that from our 
eyes. Only the present is yours and there are enough 
problems of the day and hour without anxious thought of 
food, clothing, shelter, for tomorrow. 

My roommate at a Y. M. C. A. conference at Blue Ridge 
one summer was a young student who was preparing for 
the Episcopal ministry. We lay on our cots in the dark 
talking until far into the night. I spoke of certain per- 
sonal worries. He listened. Finally he said simply, ‘‘Worry 
is atheistic.””. He turned over and went to sleep, but I did 
not. I lay long with that thought roaring through my 
brain: If there is a God who loves me and cares for me, 
then my anxiety is atheistic. Our troubled cares betray a 
basic distrust which is akin to a denial of God’s existence. 


More Than “Don’t Worry” 


Still another observation has to do with the deep mean- 
ing in Jesus’ words. This passage—Matthew 6:19-34— 
teaches more than the popular maxim ‘Don’t Worry!’ There 
is a superficial lie which trips off our lips so easily which 
says, ‘“‘Everything will be O. K. Don’t worry!”’ Here again 
the world, as usual, is wrong. Few texts are quoted more 
often by the man on the street than this: ‘“‘All things work 
together for good ... .”’ This always ends the argument 
and is supposed to make us submit to some dark horror 
which has befallen us. The trouble is that the world al- 
ways stops quoting this text at the wrong place. It does 
not say all things work together for good. It says, ‘All 
things work together for good to those that love God.” 
The nub of the matter lies in ‘‘to those that love God.” If 
we love God enough, we will take what comes our way 
and force it to work out for our good. But we must 
love God with all our hearts. 

The deep meaning here is that if we seek the things 
of the spirit with all our hearts, then God will see to it 
that we have what we need. Much of the world’s poverty— 








R. MOORE, whose sermon appears on these pages, 

is now minister of the Government Street church, 

Mobile, Ala. He is a native of Atlanta, Ga., a grad- 
uate of Emory University and Columbia Seminary. His 
first two pastorates were in Georgia—at McDonough and 
Timber Ridge, at the same time, and then at Thomasville. 
Next he served the Peace Memorial church, Clearwater, 
Fla., from 1936 to’1942, when he accepted a call to his 
present pastorate. Southwestern in Memphis has con- 
ferred upon him the Doctor of Divinity degree. 

Preachers from The Outlook Pulpit for this year have 
been chosen by laymen and ministers across the church, 
the editors having requested more than 200, equally divided 
between the synods, to name the men who would be in- 
vited to prepare sermons. 
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not all—results from a lack of character, lack of spiritual 
motivation. Your heavenly Father pledges his honor that 
if you will put the things of the spirit first, he will follow 
through with the things for the flesh! The clear teaching 
here is about the loving attention of an interested and 
dutiful Father. 


Golden Rounds Our Calamities 


The last observation is born of realism: the brutal fact 
of life is that sometimes even the most dreadful horrors 
of our imagination do befall us—an infant is burned to 
death, an entire family is wiped out in a wreck, a young 
wife dies in childbirth, a son goes to a flaming death in 
war, a friend is killed by lightning, or cancer claims a 
beloved parent. There is red tooth and claw everywhere 
in Nature, and there is a life and death struggle for exis- 
tence. All up through the whole creation there are disease, 
disintegration, death. Soon or late suffering, tragedy, and 
death make an unwelcome call upon us all. 

How shall we explain this suffering and with what means 
shall we meet these troubles? The ancient orthodox view, 
someone has said, is too simple; the righteous prosper, the 
wicked suffer. “Perhaps the truest interpretation of the 
problem found in the Old Testament is represented by 
Habakkuk’s inward spiritual religion: ‘Although the fig 
tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the vines 

. yet I will rejoice in the Lord. I will joy in the God 
of my salvation.’’’ The teaching here is that inner joy 
and peace are independent of fortune or circumstance. Re- 
ligion is its own reward. This approaches, the insights of 
the New Testament. Bacon paradoxically said: ‘‘Pros- 
perity is the blessing of the Old Testament, adversity that 
of the New.”’ 

What shall we say of our sufferings? How shall we meet 
and handle these misfortunes? We cannot say that the 
terrible suffering in the world is God’s will or that the 
world is being redeemed through it, but we can say that 
God does not shrink from suffering in us and for us, and 
that within the framework of the love of God we can look 
for opportunities to serve him through our suffering. It is 
not in escaping suffering that we shall overcome, prevail, 
but by enduring. As we come face to face with our sorrows 
and with the suffering of this world, trying to ‘‘heal the 
hurt’? of humanity, we can hear the word of Job, who, in 
his terrible sufferings, found not an answer to his intellec- 
tual questions about suffering, but found the Eternal God 
and he was able to say: “I have heard of thee by the hear- 
ing of the ear; but now mine eyes seeth thee.” James 
Russell Lowell puts his finger on a basic truth when he 
tells us that our calamities are ‘‘golden rounds.” 


’Tis sorrow builds the shining ladder up, 
Whole golden rounds are our calamities, 
Whereon our feet planting, nearer God 

The spirit climbs and hath his eyes unsealed. 


Our sermon ends as we stand beside a stagnant pond— 
the water is black, smelly, revolting. Up from the loamy 
ooze, the region where wiggling creatures make their home, 
there come stainless water lilies, beautiful and sunlike in 
their purity. This is no argument for us to let up in our 
efforts to make this a better world, but it is well to point 
out that from the conditions and situations which worry 
us so, God is raising a tremendous crop of lilies! Some of 
these conditions which turn us grey we can do nothing 
about except to see that lilies grow from the mire. 

Here is a message about the fatherhood of God. If your 
life is in the hands of Almighty God, the loving Father, 
then nothing can happen to you that really matters, for 
“God will take care of you 


Through every day, O’er all the way; 
He will take care of you, God will take care of you.” 


“Do not worry about life . . Look at the birds which 
fly . . . . Observe well the wild lilies . Seek ye first 
the kingdom of God And all these things shall 
be added unto you.” 
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The Auburn Affirmation 


By WALTER L. LINGLE* 


HE AUBURN AFFIRMATION has been a much dis- 
cussed document in recent years. In the minds of 
some it is the chief obstacle standing in the way of 
the re-union of the Presbyterian Church in the. United 
States, and the Presbyterian Church in the United States 
of America. This being 
true, it seems to me that 
we should approach this 
historic document with 
open minds, and try to 
understand what the 
signers meant by it. This 
I have tried to do for my- 
self. When the Affirma- 
tion was first issued in 
1924 I secured a copy, 
and by study and by con- 
versations and corre- 
spondence with some of 
the signers I have tried 
to understand its real 
meaning. Now I have 
been requested to inter- 
pret it for the readers of 
THE PRESBYTERIAN 
OUTLOOK. In order to 
do this it is necessary to 
go back thirty-six years. 
In 1910 the General 
Assembly of the Presby- 
terian Church, USA, 
adopted a resolution nam- 
ing five doctrines which 
it considered essential for 
ordination and good standing in the ministry. This action 
was re-affirmed by the General Assembly in 1916, and 
again in 1923. Here are the five doctrines as stated in 
the Minutes of the Assembly: 











Dr. Lingle 


1. It is an essential doctrine of the Word of God and our 
standards that the Holy Spirit did so inspire, guide and 
move the writers of Holy Scripture as to keep them from 
error. 

2. It is an essential doctrine of the Word of God and 
our standards that our Lord Jesus Christ was born of the 
Virgin Mary. 

8. It is an essential doctrine of the Word of God and 
our standards that Christ offered up himself a_ sacrifice 
to satisfy divine justice and to reconcile us to God. 

4. It is an essential doctrine of the Word of God and our 
standards concerning our Lord Jesus Christ, that on the 
third day he rose again from the dead with the same body 
with which he suffered, with which also he ascended into 
heaven, and there sitteth at the right hand of his Father, 
making intercession. 

5. It is an essential doctrine of the Word of God as the 
supreme standard of our faith that our Lord Jesus showed 
his power and love by working mighty miracles. This work- 
ing was not contrary to nature but superior to it. 


The Auburn Affirmation is a protest against this action 
of the General Assembly. The heart of the protest is found 
in this paragraph: 

“The General Assembly of 1923 expressed the opinion 


*Dr. Lingle is president emeritus of Davidson College 
and onetime president of the Assembly’s Training School. 
Through his writing and speaking he exerts a wide and 
inspiring influence throughout the church. Perhaps no 
man in the denomination is more admired and beloved. 
Because of his qualifications as a church historian and be- 
cause of his thorough knowledge of American Presbyte- 
rianism, he has been requested by the editors to prepare 
this article. 


concerning five doctrional statements that each one ‘is an 
essential doctrine of the Word of God and our standards.’ 
On the constitutional grounds which we have before de- 
scribed we are opposed to any attempt to elevate these 
five doctrinal statements, or any of them, to the position of 
tests for ordination or for good standing in our church.” 


“Constitutional” Is Key Word 


A casual reading of that paragraph might leave the im- 
pression that the signers of the Affirmation repudiated all 
five of the doctrines named by the Assembly, and it has 
been so interpreted in public print more than once. The 
word constitutional is the key to the real meaning of that 
paragraph. The signers did not believe that the General 
Assembly, singlehanded, without the concurrence of the 
necessary majority of presbyteries had the constitutional 
authority to set up doctrinal tests, especially if the state- 
ments of those doctrines were in words different from the 
words in the standards; or that the Assembly had the au- 
thority to select certain doctrines and elevate them above 
all other doctrines which are found in the standards. The 
signers felt that such action on the part of the Assembly 
amounted to changes in the doctrinal standards of the 
church, which an Assembly alone has no authority to do. 
Moreover the signers felt that such action on the part 
of different Assemblies had become cumulative, and threat- 
ened the liberties of the church. Hence the protest. 

Just here it may be stated that efforts were made in 
1923, in 1924, and in 1928 to have the General Assembly 
of the Presbyterian Church in the United States (Southern) 
set up similar doctrinal tests, but each time the motion 
was voted down on the ground that a General Assembly 
has no authority singlehanded, to set up such tests, and 
that we already have all doctrinal tests that we need in our 
Confession of Faith and the Catechisms. 

The Affirmation contains another statement which is open 
to misinterpretation. It reads thus: 


“Some of us regard the particular theories contained in 
the deliverance of the General Assembly of 1923 as satis- 
factory explanations of these facts and doctrines. But we 
are united in believing that these are not the only theories 
allowed by the Scriptures, and our standards as explana- 
tions of these facts and doctrines of our religion, and that 
all who hold to these facts and doctrines, whatever theories 
they may employ to explain them, are worthy of all con- 
fidence and fellowship.” 


It has been stated in public print that the signers called 
all the five doctrines named by the General Assembly mere 
theories. A careful reading of that statement does not yield 
such an interpretaaion. The statement explicitly speaks 
of the facts and doctrines contained in the deliverance of 
the Assembly. The statement made by the signers does 
not call into question the facts and doctrines, but it does 
say that some of the signers could not accept all the theories 
by which those facts and doctrines are explained. 

Take for illustration the first doctrine named by the 
General Assembly “that the Holy Spirit did so inspire, guide 
and move the writers of the Holy Scriptures as to keep 
them from error.’’ In that statement there is not only 
the fact of inspiration, but the theory of inerrancy. The 
signers of the Affirmation say: ‘‘We all believe with all our 
hearts that the writers of the Bible were inspired of God.” 
But they did not believe that inerrancy is taught either in 
the Scriptures or in the doctrinal standards. By inerrancy 
is meant the belief that the original manuscripts of the 
books of the Bible were free from errors of any kind. As 
the original manuscripts disappeared many centuries ago, 


there is no way of testing this belief. It is arrived at by a 
deductive process. 
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Southern Presbyterian Experience 

In 1928 one of our presbyteries sent an overture to our 
General Assembly inquiring whether ‘“‘in view of the clear 
statement of our standards as to the plenary or verbal in- 
spiration of the Holy Scriptures as given in the original 
language,’ a minister holding the theory of evolution and 
denying the plenary or verbal inspiration of the Scriptures 
could remain as a minister in our church.” 

In reply to that overture our General Assembly had a 
fine opportunity to tie itself to some theory of inspiration, 
but it did not. The reply is very illuminating. The open- 
ing sentence reads: ‘‘No doctrinal deliverance of an Assem- 
bly can displace the constitutional doctrinal basis of our 
church.” The reply then cites what the Confession of 
Faith, the Book of Church Order and the Catechisms have 
to say on this subject, and then draws this conclusion: ‘The 
requiremert is therefore clear; namely, belief in the Scrip- 
tures as the only infallible rule of faith and practice.” 

In writing a review of our Assembly for the Union Semi- 
nary Review for July, 1928, I wrote as follows about this 
action of our General Assembly: 


“The Confession does teach the great fact of inspiration, 
but if you will search its pages again you will probably 
be convinced that, while it does not deny the doctrine of 
verbal inspiration, it does not teach it. In fact it teaches 
the great fact of inspiration with power, but you will prob- 
ably end your study of the Confession with the conclu- 
sion that the Confession does not commit itself to any 
theory of inspiration.” 

The Affirmation does not discuss any other theories con- 
nected with the doctrinal statements made by the General 
Assembly of 1923. The signers might have discussed the 
several theories of the Atonement if they had wished. How- 
ever, their discussion of the theory of inspiration is suffi- 
cient to illustrate what the signers had in mind. It is 
well to note that the Affirmation as quoted above states that 
some of the signers regarded ‘the theories as contained 
in the deliverance of the General Assembly of 1923 as satis- 
factory explanations of the facts and doctrines.”” As I un- 
derstand that statement, some of the signers, it is not 
stated how many, accepted the five doctrines and theories 
exactly as they were stated by the General Assembly. Their 
protests were on purely constitutional grounds. So all the 
signers were not liberals. The best exposition of the Apos- 
tles’ Creed I ever saw was published eight years ago by a 
signer of the Auburn Affirmation. In his book there is 
the best brief statement and defense of the doctrine of the 
Virgin Birth of our Lord that I have ever seen. The book 
rings true on every article of the Creed. 


Re-Affirm Ordination Vows 


But let us come to the positive statement of their faith 
which the signers of the Affirmation made. In the opening 
paragraph of the Affirmation they make this statement: 


“At the outset we affirm and declare our acceptance of 
the Westminster Confession of Faith, as we did at our 
ordinations, as containing the system of doctrine taught in 
the Holy Scriptures. We sincerely hold and earnestly 
preach the doctrines of evangelical Christianity, in agree- 
ment with the historic testimony of the Presbyterian Church 
in the United States of America, of which we are loyal 
ministers.” 


Toward the close of the Affirmation they make this state- 
ment: 


“We all hold most earnestly to these great facts and doc- 
trines; we all believe from our hearts that the writers of 
the Bible were inspired of God; that Jesus Christ was God 
manifest in the flesh; that God was in Christ reconciling 
the world to himself; and through him we have redemp- 
tion; that having died for our sins he rose from the dead, 
and is our ever-living Savior; that in his earthly ministry 
he wrought many mighty works, and by his vicarious death 
and unfailing presence he is able to save to the uttermost.” 


About two years ago I submitted my interpretation of 
the Auburn Affirmation to Dr. Henry Sloane Coffin, whom 
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I have the privilege of knowing, and asked for his com- 
ments. He was one of the signers of the Affirmation. He 
replied as follows: 


“You are quite correct in your statement of the Auburn 
Affirmation. No one in signing the Affirmation said that 
he did not believe in the five doctrines, but that we ob- 
jected to having a particular set of doctrines lifted out of 
their context and made essential without relation to the 
rest of the Confession. You are quite right in saying that 
our objection was constitutional and not doctrinal. I think 
if you will read the Auburn Affirmation you will see what 
we were trying to do. There was no one of us who prepared 
that Affirmation who does not accept con amore the Con- 
fession of Faith as containing the system of doctrine taught 
in the Holy Scriptures, and who does not accept the Scrip- 
tures as the Word of God, the only infallible rule of faith 
and practice.” 


The signers state the purpose of the Affirmation as fol- 
lows: 


“For the maintainance of the faith of our church, the 
preservation of its unity, and the protection of the liberty 
of its ministers and people we offer this Affirmation. . . 
We hope that those to whom this Affirmation comes will 
believe that it is not the declaration of a theological party, 
but rather a sincere appeal based on the Scriptures and our 
standards, for the preservation of the unity and freedom 
of our church, for which we most earnestly plead and 
pray.”’ 


1,283 Signed; 8,568 Did Not 


In order to make a fair appraisal of the theological posi- 
tion of the Presbyterian Church, USA, it is necessary to 
keep certain facts in mind. The Auburn Affirmation was 
signed by 1,283 ministers. In 1924, the year of the Af- 
firmation, there were 9,817 ministers in the Presbyterian 
Church, USA. That means that there were 8,568 who did 
not sign it. Of those who signed, some were liberals and 
some were not. We should also remember that the General 
Assemblies of 1910, 1916, and 1923, consisting of three 
entirely different sets of commissioners, voted that the five 
doctrines quoted at the beginning of this article were es- 
sential doctrines of the Word and of the standards. That 
fact would seem to indicate that the large majority of the 
ministers in the Presbyterian Church, USA, were conserva- 
tives, at least up to 1923. Many of the brethren who at- 
tended those three Assemblies are still alive. 

Of course there are both conservatives and liberals in 
the Presbyterian Church, USA, just as there are in our own 
church, and in all the other churches that I know anything 
about. It is well that there should be men of different 
types of mind and different points of view in all the 
churches, provided they hold to the real essentials. This 
makes it possible for a church to look at questions from 
all points of view, and thus arrive at the truth. There 
is an old maxim which says: ‘“‘Truth like a torch, the more 
it’s shook, the more it shines.” 





THE REAL BARRIERS 


ISTANCE BREEDS ENMITIES as well as enchant- 
D ments; we fear the distance because it is strange. 

Only yesterday it was geographical distance, now, 
as any newspaper tells us, with weekly flights around 
the world, there are no longer any geographical dis- 
tances. The immemorial pattern of distance has disap- 
peared, and it has all happened so quickly that our 
minds have not caught up with our planes. 

The real barriers to human relationships persist in 
our habits, our prejudices, and even in our souls. Our 
maps are fluid as running water, but devisive fears and 
pretentious pride of race and possessions persist. Deep- 
rooted distrusts and sheer failures in imagination stilil 
maintain boundary lines which Jesus Christ lived and 
died to abolish. We would better close our geographies 
and open our minds to the disappearance of distance.— 
GAIUS GLENN ATKINS, in The Fellowship of Prayer. 
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EDITORIAL 





What the Federal Council Did 


Because of other 
columns we have not been able, 
this give our interpretation 
of the recent special meeting of the 
Federal Council of Churches as we ob- 
served it in Columbus, Ohio, though a 
rather full news account was published 
here the week following the meeting. 
While other journals are making their 
pronouncements about this important 
event, some of them widely and grati- 
tously circulated throughout our boun- 
daries, it is well to shed what light a 
close and constant observation has af- 
forded. 

For one thing, when the Federal 
Council meets there is a convergence 
of the leadership of American Protes- 
tantism. small, non-cooperative 
bodies make a great fuss as they pull 
away from and seek to undermine the 
work of this united Christian activity, 
but they are, for the most part, mini- 
scule. At the criticism 
leveled at so great an achievement as 
that of the Federal Council may be the 
better understood if that fact is re- 
membered. 

Five imperatives were deliberately 
chosen as those to which the special 
meeting should be devoted: (1) Return- 
ing Service Men; (2) Evangelism; (3) 
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Foreign Relief; 


(4) Community Ten- 
and (5) World Order. 

1. Returning Service Men. This was 
the weakest report of the meeting prob- 
ably because it was too diffuse. There 
was no doubt about the concern of the 
council for this need, nor about what 
was felt to be “fa growing indifference 
toward the welfare of veterans’’ which 
must be checked. Roy Burkhart, who 
guided this section, put the deep feel- 
ing of the meeting in these words: “If 
the church does not gird herself to en- 
list, to guide the thinking and to mobi- 
lize the good in the veteran for Christ 
and his program in the world, I feel 
it will lose its chance with this genera- 
tion. If the imperative need of those 
fifteen million men and women return- 
ing to civilian life will not call the 
church to a more vital and comprehen- 
sive ministry, then the church will con- 
tinue to die in our modern world and 
the forces of paganism and evil will 
continue to grow.’ Helps are provided 
for local churches. 

2. Evangelism. It is difficult to ima- 
gine any group or any denomination 
where a more clearly ringing summons 
to evangelism—deeply-rooted, inescap- 
able, fundamental evangelism—could 
have been produced than the one pre- 
sented by E. G. Homrighausen, the 
Princeton Seminary professor who is 
chairman of the council’s department of 
evangelism. It is hard to find any area 
of concern or evangelistic opportunity 
that was not covered by his section’s 
report, unanimously and enthusiasti- 
cally adopted by the council. The pro- 
posed plan of action is definite and com- 
prehensive. It is a model which con- 
stituent denominations may well fol- 
low. It will be available in pamphlet 
form for the guidance of our leaders. 

8. Foreign Relief. There was no doubt 
about the Federal Council’s concern for 
suffering humanity and its determina- 
tion to do all in its power to meet the 
challenge through (1) the support of 
governmental leaders who are helping 
to make America’s ‘‘contribution to the 
needs of peace as great as it was in 
war”; (2) the encouragement of volun- 
tary rationing; (3) the provision of 
clothing, bedding, shoes, etc.; (4) care 
for displaced persons ‘“‘in accordance 
with maximum humane procedures”; 
(5) establishment of a Christian uni- 
versity in Japan as ‘fan investment of 
Christian faith’; (6) an increase of 
$50,000,000 in aggregate postwar funds 
already announced by the constituent 
denominations for foreign relief and 
reconstruction; (7) the integration of 
church relief agencies by May 1, if pos- 
sible, securing united direction and sup- 
port for the task. 

4. Community Tensions. Most widely 
publicized action in this area had to 
do with the council’s statement renounc- 
ing ‘‘the pattern of segregation in race 
relations as unnecessary and undesir- 
able and a violation of the gospel of love 
and human brotherhood.”” The council 
adopted a program calling for churches 
to come to terms with this demand and 


sions; 
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for them to join with other agencies in 
attacking it on a community basis in 
terms of situations as they exist. Well 
aware of the “hard saying’’ which it 
was propounding, the council urged that 
the clinical approach be followed, ‘‘such 
clinics seeking to discover factually 
what are the actual tension points in 
interracial living and, in the light of 
such facts, what constructive steps may 
be taken to alleviate these tensions.” 
Bishop Lester Smith of the Methodist 
Churen (who later voted for tne meas- 
ure) asked if his vote for this measure 
would commit him to efforts to reor- 
ganize the structure of his denomina- 
tion (there is no segregation of any 
kind at the national level but there are 
separate Negro conferences in Metho- 
dism). The recommendation was inter- 
preted to him, and to the meeting, as 
referring to forced, not voluntary, se- 
gregation. What the application of this 
principle would mean was. widely 
talked, after it was adopted without any 
voiced or observed opposition. One Ne- 
gro minister said: “Lifting the ban 
would not mean a stampede of Negroes 
into the white churches. The threat of 
a stampede has been the bugaboo of the 
whole situation where the church is con- 
cerned.’* One newspaper editor pointed 
out that originally Negroes and white 
people belonged to the same churches; 
that Negroes gradually withdrew as a 
matter of pride to form their own con- 
gregaticons. He was reminded by a 
Negro minister, son of an ex-slave, that 
they were, in those days, forced to oc- 
cupy the equivalent of today’s back of 
the bus. The Negro said, “It is also a 
fact that the white preachers in charge 
often preached to the slaves on Sunday 
and whipped them on Monday. So the 
separating efforts by 1865 were only to 
be free from oppression as of to date.” 
Some have interpreted the recommenda- 
tion, as meaning in its application what 
the session one Southern Presbyterian 
Church has declared and published as 
one of its fundamental principles: ‘This 
church has not encouraged and does not 
encourage Negroes to desert their own 
churches for membership or worship in 
this church. On the other hand, we do 
not close our doors or _ discriminate 
against or receive with aught but the 
spirit of Christian brotherhood any sin- 
cere worshipper who may present him- 
self.””. In making this statement of 
principle along with others, the elders 
of the Chapel Hill, N. C., chureh said: 
“Prudence is always in order, but the 
Christian Chureh will command respect 
only when it tries to be true to the 
word and spirit of Jesus.”’ 

5. World Order. With the interna- 
tional situation in its present ferment 
and in the face of a meeting of the 
United Nations Organization, the sec- 
tion led by John Foster Dulles attracted 
great attention. Its report, soon to be 
distributed widely, should be earnestly 
studied throughout the churches—as 
should all these reports we have men- 
tioned. The council looks hopefully to 
the developing and improving UNO; it 
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calls upon it to seek the reduction and 
control of armaments, to insist upon 
fundamental human rights universally, 
to move more rapidly toward trustee- 
ship for dependent peoples, to stress its 
provision for universal membership, to 
encourage international economic co- 
operation, to assist in the development 
and codification of international law. 
The council urged regard for the phy- 
sical and economic well being of dis- 
placed persons saying, ‘‘The churches 
of Christ cannot condone the punish- 
ment of whole peoples. No lasting peace 
can be built upon revenge or be founded 
upon oppression.” Superficial critics 
have charged the council with being 
concerned about material and political 
matters which are not the church’s con- 
cern. They do not know the council’s 
spirit or its membership. Evidently 
they have not read the full report on 
world order. Is it not the church’s 
business to say, as the council said in 
this report, ‘‘Governments must subor- 
dinate their national interests to’ a 
higher moral law and to the welfare 
of the whole family or God. ‘ 
Brotherhood is now the spiritual imper- 
ative of survival. It is an inescapable 
obligation upon those who have heard 
the call to Christian discipleship to 
witness to their faith in their daily 
lives. . . . Christians are not bound by 
their own limitations. Through repent- 
ance and God’s grace, we can find spirit- 
ual resources beyond ourselves for the 
fulfillment of Christian duty. . . . In 
our weakness we can turn to God, the 
never-failing source of spiritual 
strength. In our great need we can 
break the chains of past failure and be- 
come new persons in Christ. . . This 
is God’s world. . . It is he who has 
established the laws by which men’s 
actions shall be judged. It is he who 
in Jesus Christ has offered the world 
salvation. Men may fail to repent of 
their evil and may thus bring suffering 
and disaster upon themselves. Yet 
Christians will stand firm in the faith 
that God’s purposes will ultimately pre- 
vail.” This, mind you, was the report 
on world order which the _ council 
adopted. 


Methodists Are Doing the Job 

Do not tell us it is because there are 
bishops and district superintendents and 
effective check-up systems that the 
Methodists of the Virginia Conference 
recently were able to demonstrate so 
effectively the validity of the visitation 
evangelism technique. If bishcps and 
superintendents explain so fine an 
achievement: then it might be well for 
us to seek their parallels. 

Because April 7-14 is urged through- 
out our denomination as Visitation 
Evangelism Week “(though without 
bishops and superintendents to lead the 
way) it may be well to look at this 
Methodist demonstration in Richmond. 

Under the direction of Guy Black, 
formerly of the Federal Council of 
Churches’ Department of Evangelism, 
the ministers of the Virginia Conference 
(plus laymen from many churches, plus 





25. ministers from North Carolina), fol- 
lowed up carefully prepared prospect 
lists. Visiting ministers teamed with 
Richmond laymen, going out for four 
successive nights from 62 nearby 
churches, secured 2,487 commitments to 
church membership. Of these, 1,180 
were on profession of faith. 

Ministers and laymen were carefully 
instructed in day sessions led by Dr. 
Black; they were inspired to do the job 
by John Rustin, of Washington. They 
were thrilled by their success. The 
editor of the Virginia Advocate says, 
‘Perhaps the finest contribution . 
was that both pastors and laymen had 
their own lives immeasurably enriched 
as they visited in the homes and talked 
with people about the Christian life and 
church membership. They did not 
simply invite the people to church! 
They asked them to surrender their 
lives to Christ!’ ’ 

Visiting ministers, from outside the 
demonstration area, went back home 
to follow similar methods in their own 
parishes. Some are already doing it. 
One young pastor from the Alexandria 
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District reported an increse in church 
membership from about 30 to 400 ina 
year and a half, and the method used 
was largely this of Visitation Evan- 
gelism. 

Leaders of the recent four-day effort 
have not stopped with the gaining of 
these 2,487 signatures. Now they are 
seeking to form a Fellowship of Evan- 
gelism, a selected group of personal 
workers to meet at frequent intervals 
for instruction, to engage in two-by-two 
calling on prospects; they are urging 
classes of children and youth in prepa- 
ration for church membership as part 
of the pre-Easter program; they are 
planning to bend every effort to assimi- 
late these new members, following the 
counsel of a Guy Black leaflet; and 
finally, the board of evangelism says, 
“Let no pastor assume that he has met 
his evangelistic responsibilities when he 
has conducted the visitation program. 
Plans should be perfected for special 
revival services wherever possible be- 
tween Easter and Pentecost.” 

These Methodists are getting the job 
done. More power to them! 





SHALL WE DARE OFFEND? 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN , 





“The Wisdom of God . . hone of 
the Powers of this world understands 
‘“* .1 Cor. 2:7,8. 


HAT DOES “GOOD” MEAN? Is 

what a Christian calls good the 

same as what any one else might 
call by the same word? Does Jesus in- 
tend the same thing as Aristotle? Is 
the Christian pattern and purpose of 
living the same as the pagan? And if 
not, how do they differ? 

It is an old, old question. It was 
new when Christianity used to be called 
“the Way” and it has been stirred up 
again by this proposal to send Christian 
money to Japan to help bind up that 
nation’s wounds, more particularly Hiro- 
shima and Nagasaki, the atom-bombed 
cities. 

As was said here two weeks ago, three 
questions can be stirred in a Christian’s 
mind by this proposal. One was dealt 
with briefly then: Is such an action 
Scriptural? The other two also need 
examination. If Christians single out 
these two cities for help, will this not 
imply a criticism of the way we waged 
war, and is this not unpatriotic? And 
second, will not such an undertaking 
bewilder the pagan mind? The two 
questions boil down into one, Is Chris- 
tian conduct something that will meet 
the approval of non-Christians or will 
Christian behavior shock non-Chris- 
tians? Is there anything radical about 
the Christian way of life? It is a ques- 
tion of shock. Can we afford to shock 
the War Department by criticism? Can 
we afford to shock the pagan-oriental 
mind? 

Your answer to these questions de- 
pends a good deal on whether you fully 
side with the Christian view of things. 


Let us imagine for a moment that we 
are not Christians at all, that we have 
no interest in this religion whatever. 
Let us suppose that Jesus has no 
authority, the Bible remains closed, we 
are turned loose without any light but 
such as the world can give. In that 
case, what can we call ‘‘good’’? 


ON-CHRISTIANS have given va- 

rious answers to the question, 

What does ‘“‘good’ mean? Some 
say good is what the State says it is. 
If that is true, then of course since 
our State decreed the atom bomb, 
we have no right to express any 
idea or to perform any act which 
might remotely seem like criticism or 
apology. What the army does is right, 
and we have no business raising an eye- 
brow, much less extending a hand, with- 
out the approval of the War Depart- 
ment. 

Others have said that ‘‘good”’ is what 
the majority approve. On this view the 
minority is always wrong. Well, cer- 
tainly the majority of human beings 
are all for revenge. Dog eat dog and 
the devil take the hindmost. If that 
is correct, then of course we should not 
send a cent to Hiroshima, for we shall 
certainly be condemned by the majority 
of our fellow-countrymen, to say noth- 
ing of the world. 

Others again claim that ‘‘good’”’ means 
“comfortable” or “pleasant” or “useful 
under the circumstances.” Well, we 
want the approval of others, don’t we? 
We want others to think well of us. So 
let us not get ourselves called bad 
names, let us not stir up any un- 
pleasantness. Go with the crowd and 
don’t make trouble. Helping Japanese 

(Continued on next page) 
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1849—AUSTIN COLLEGE—1946 


SHERMAN, TEXAS 
A Strong Liberal Arts College Dedicated to the extension <f the Church 
through Christian Education. You are invited to share in its work. 


W. B. GUERRANT, President. 








PEACE COLLEGE 


A junior college for women, with last two years of high school. Also special 
courses in Art, Piano, Voice, Violin, Home Economics, and commercial subjects. 


Applications for 1946-1947 session should be made now. 


For catalogue, write William C. Pressly, President, Peace College, Raleigh, 
North Carolina. 








QUEENS COLLEGE 


Charlotte, N. C. 


Believes that 
Intellectual attainment will be 
necessary for leaders of future gen- 
erations. 
Dr. Hunter B. Blakely 
President 











DAVIDSON COLLEGE 


Priority for Admission as follows: 
1. Veterans applying for readmission to Davidson 
2. Veterans who had planned to enter Davidson before joining armed forces 
8. Sons of Alumni and those from families who have sent students to David- 
son in the past 
Selective Scholarship Standards Applied Throughout 
Early Application Advised 
J. R. CUNNINGHAM PRESIDENT 











1776 HAMPDEN-SYDNEY COLLEGE 1946 


Where Leaders Are Trained 
As of 1941, Hampden-Sydney College ranked 


* 8th in the Nation 
* 1st in the South 
* ist in Virginia 
* 1st in the Southern Presbyterian Church 
in the percentage of its graduates enrolled in Medics; schools 


EDGAR G. GAMMON, President, Hampden-Sydney, Va. 














SOUTHWESTERN 


The College of the Mississippi Valley 


MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 


At Southwestern, ‘‘Education is more than a fact-finding ex- 


perience, it is a life-building process.’’ 


For information and literature address 
The Registrar. 
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will cost money, we shall be reviled for 
our pains, the whole thing will be no 
more than a drop in a bottomless bucket 
anyhow. Let’s forget the whole thing, 


UT—SUPPOSE you are a Chris- 

tian? Suppose you have found 

that ‘‘good” and “Christlike”’ are 
the same things? Suppose you are 
discovering that to have the mind 
of Christ is to aware of the reali- 
ties of the moral and spiritual world? 
Then, confronted by those questions: 
Can we afford to offend the army 
mind, the pagan mind? you will have 
a different reaction. You may have 
only begun to absorb the Spirit of 
Christ. You may have no more than 
an uneasy feeling that you ought to love 
your enemies if you could. Or you may 
have lived long with Him, so that you do 
actually (though how rarely!) love even 
your enemies. In any case, for the 
Christian, the last word is not the army 
not the government, not the pagan 
mind; the last word is Christ. And if 
following Christ means shock, then 
shock there must be. 

If it be true (for the point itself is 
doubtful) that a Christlike act, done 
with a Christlike spirit and motive, will 
surprise, shock, bewilder or offend either 
the War Department of our own coun- 
try, or the non-Christian world of the 
Far East, must we therefore withhold 
our hand? Dare we do “more than 
others’? Christ did not ask such ques- 
tions. True, he died in consequence, 
But a Jesus silent and selfish before the 
swords and the censers of his day, a 
Jesus who died in comfort, at peace 
with his world, would never have been 
the Christ of God. He taught, and he 
was, the Wisdom of God. But now, as 
then, the Powers of this world cannot 
be expected to understand. 





Stop Construction Order 
Affects Church Plans 


Washington, D. C., (RNS)—The 
sweeping “stop construction” order an- 
nounced here by the National Housing 
Administration and the Civilian Pro- 
duction Administration necessarily will 
postpone building plans of churches and 
church-related institutions, but govern- 
ment officials expressed hope that the 
delay would be only a matter of months. 

“We realize that the order will be a 
handicap to ministers, rabbis, priests 
and officials of church-related institu- 
tions who had been planning to begin 

(Continued on page 12) 


DID YOU KNOW 


—that in 1890 22.2% of the 
population of the United States 
belonged the church while today 
52.5% are members 











By RB. L. ST. CLAIR ? 
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Personalities 
and Projects 
in the News 


PROJECTED WASHINGTON 
CHURCH—The rapid expansion of the 
First Baptist Church in the nation’s 
capitol—where President Truman at- 
tends services—will culminate in the 
erection of this new edifice on the same 
site as that now occupied by the present 
building. The plan calls for a sanctuary 
seating 1,700, a four-story educational 
plant, a large social hall and a chapel. 


Sdward H. Pruden is minister. 


—Religious News Service Photos 











ITALIAN PROTESTANT LEADER 
—Guido Comba, treasurer of the 
Waldensian Church in Italy, oldest 
Protestant group in Christendom, has 
arrived in the United States for a 
three-months tour of the country. He 
will visit branches of the American 
Waldensian Aid Society throughout 
the East and the Midwest. During 
the war Mr. Combo acted as English- 
speaking Protestant “ chaplain for 
Allied personnel in _ prisoner-of-war 
camps and hospitals. 





HUNGARIAN PRESIDENT AD- 
DRESSES FORMER PARISHONERS 
—President Zoltan Tildy of Hungary, 
a Calvinist pastor, addresses the mem- 
bers of his former parish in Czeghom, 
Hungary. Upon becoming president, 
Dr. Tildy returned to the parish which 
he had served for 13 years as pastor, 
and resigned his office. 
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CHURCHES MEET TRANSPORTATION PROBLEM.—Churches 
throughout the country are solving the problem of bringing their mem- 
bers who live in outlying communities to services by purchasing or hir- 
ing busses. Typical is this one owned by the Church of Christ in Sillers- 
burg, Ind., which picks up members who live beyond walking distance. 








T. Garnett Tabb Thos. W. Brockenbrough Stuart Ragland 


Tabb, Brockenbrough & Ragland 


General Insurance 
1101 East Main Street, Richmond, Virginia Phone 2-0546 


















ACCIDENT and SURGICAL 
FEES INSURANCE 


Our Policies are the most liberal and comprehensive 
obtainable, clear cut and free from technicalities. 


That's why more than 130,000 have been sold in 
Virginia alone. 


, Licensee AND SUPERVISED BY VIRGINIA BUREAU OF INSURANCE 


Home Office 
1300 W. Main St., Richmond 20, Va. 


“VIRGINIA’S LEADING HOSPITALIZATION COMPANY” 
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construction in the immediate future 
on new buildings, but we believe they 
are willing to wait if the order means 
more homes for veterans—as it does,” 
one high official said here. 

The “stop” order, effective immedi- 
ately, permits completion of any con- 
struction already begun provided any of 
the materials which are to be an inte. 
gral part of the structure have been in- 
corporated in it on the site before March 
26 and if work was being done on the 
project at that date. 


RADIO 








Thomas K. Young 


General Assembly’s Moderator 
Thomas Kay Young, radio preacher on 
the Presbyterian Hour for April 14, has 
chosen as his sermon subject, “A 
Worthy Christian Answer.’’ On the fol- 
lowing Sunday morning—Easter—the 
preacher will be Professor J. B. Green, 
of Columbia Seminary. 


Stations Carrying the Broadcast 


ALABAMA: Birmingham WBRC, Mont- 
gomery WSFA * ARKANSAS: Hot Springs 
KTHS, Siloam Springs KUOA * FLORIDA: 
Jacksonville WJAX, Miami, WIOD, Or- 
lando WDBO * GEORGIA: Atlanta WSB, 
Macon WMAZ, Savannah WTOC * * KEN- 
TUCKY: Louisville WHAS * LOUISIANA: 
Baton Rouge WJBO, New Orleans WDSU, 
Shreveport KWKH * Maryland: Baltl- 
more WBAL * MISSISSIPPI: Columbus 
WCOBI, Jackson WSLI * MISSOURI: Kan- 
sas City WDAF * NORTH CAROLINA: 
Asheville WWNC, Raleigh WPTF, Wins- 
ton-Salem WSJS, Charlotte WSOC * OK- 
LAHOMA: Bartlesville KWON, Oklahoma 
City KOMA * SOUTH CAROLINA: Charles- 
ton WSCS, Columbia WIS, Spartanburg 
WSPA * TENNESSEE: Knoxville WNOK, 
Nashville WsSM, Memphis WREC * 
TEXAS: Amarillo KGNC, Corpus Christi 
KWBU, Dallas WFAA, Houston KPRC, 
Midland KCRS, San Antonio WOAI * VIR- 
GINTA: Norfolk WTAR, Richmond WRVA, 
Roanoke WDBJ. 

Eight Sundays, March 17 - May 5, 8:30 

A. M. (EST). 


Two new radio stations have been 
added to the network now carrying the 
Presbyterian Hour across the Assembly: 
WSM, Nashville, and KCRS, Midland, 
Texas. 
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BIBLE STUDY 
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How Jesus’ Friends Responded 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR APRIL 14 


Mark 1:16-20; 5:18-20; 10:46-52; Luke 5:27-32; John 3:26-30 


We began last week a series of lessons 
on Jesus and his friends. The first 
lesson called our attention to the wealth 
and variety of Jesus’ friends. We saw 
how this has continued to be true, in 
ever-increasing measure, through the 
ages. All centuries, all races, both 
sexes, all ages find in him their supreme 
ideal, their source of greatest strength. 
We look this week at a scries of inci- 
dents which show us how Jesus’ friends 
responded to his presence. 


I. Some Became Full-Time Witnesses 


1. The First Disciples, Mk. 1:16-20. 
The call of the first four disciples as 
told by Mark, seems abrupt, almost in- 
explicable. If we had no other infor- 
mation, we would be forced to assume 
that Peter and Andrew and James and 
John had some previous acquaintance 
with Jesus and that he was here only 
calling them to a definite decision. The 
story in John (1:35ff) tells us definitely 
that this was the case. John the Baptist 
had pointed these four men to Jesus and 
they had spent some time in his com- 
pany. Probably they slipped off from 
their work from time to time after that 
first meeting that they might be with 
Jesus, but they continued to give the 
most of their time to the business on 
which they depended for their liveli- 
hood. Mark tells us how Jesus called 
them to a closer and more exacting dis- 
cipleship. 

It happened by the Sea of Galilee, that 
beautiful inland lake on whose shore 
most of Jesus’ teaching was given, and 
most of his miracles performed. Walk- 
ing along the shore of the lake, near 
Capernaum, he saw Andrew and Simon 
Peter casting their net (a handnet used 
in the shallow water near the shore) in 
the sea, for they were fishers. When 
Jesus saw them he said, ‘‘Come ye after 
me, and I will make you to become 
fishers of men.’’ The words ‘‘come 
after” or ‘“‘follow” is used, according to 
the language of the day, to denote any 
sort of personal attendance, for example 
that of a soldier. Jesus is here inviting 
these two men to follow him as his dis- 
ciples in accordance with the custom of 
the day, to attend him, not sporadically 
as hitherto, but constantly. Give up 
your business, he said to them, and fol- 
low me, and [ will make you to become 
(implying a gradual process of train- 
ing) fishers of men, The primary task 
of these men was not to study, nor even 
to teach (as was the case with the dis- 
ciples of the ordinary rabbi) but to save 
men, to bring them into the Kingdom, 
Jesus’ own teaching was only a means 
toward that end. 


“Straightway” we read, ‘they left 
their nets and followed him.’’? The word 
“straightway’’ emphasizes their prompt 
and unquestioning response to Jesus’ 
call and brings to the fore Jesus’ own 
challenging personality. The effect of 
the call was such that they left their 
nets, just as they were, and the interests 
they stood for, the only means of liveli- 
hood which they possessed, everything, 
as Peter said later, to follow Jesus, who 
had not where to lay his head. 

Continuing a little further on his way, 
Jesus saw James and John in a boat 
mending their nets. In Luke 5:7-10 
we learn that these two brothers were 
partners of the former pair. At once 
he invited them to join Peter and An- 
drew as his disciples. They immedi- 
ately left their father, Zebedee, in the 
boat and went after him. Obedience 
in their case was, if possible, even more 
striking as judged by oriental standards. 
Mark, however, calls our especial at- 
tention to the fact that the two brothers 
did not leave their father alone in the 
boat with his work. He had hired serv- 
ants and could do without them. The 
fact that Zebedee was assisted by hired 
servants would indicate that he and his 
sons, including his partners, were better 
off than the average. 

“One of the immortal teachings de- 
rived from this scene is that no gift or 
calling in life is too humble to be used 
in the service of Christ. He is eager 
to take what men do well in secular 
pursuits and employ this ability in the 
work of his eternal kingdom.” (Snow- 
den-Douglass Sunday School Lessons.) 

2. The Call of Matthew, Lk. 5:27-32. 
The fifth disciple, whose call is recorded 
in the Gospels, was that of Levi, or 
Matthew, as he came to be called. Levi 
was a Publican. He was the agent of 
a system which depended very largely 
upon extortion and fraud. ‘Taxes and 
customs were not collected by paid serv- 
ants of the Roman, government, but by 
men who paid for the privilege and who 
amassed fortunes by oppressive and ex- 
cessive demands. The actual work was 
done by their representatives who, as 
among the Jews were natives of the 
province in which they served, but who 
were despised not only for their dis- 
honesty, but for their disloyalty to their 
nations which so hated the yoke of 
Rome.’’— (Erdman. ) 

The location of Matthew’s office in- 
dicates that he was a collector of the 
port, a custom’s officer, who took the 
tax on goods that moved in and out on 
the caravan route and also those that 
came by sea. It was a lucrative post 
and Matthew had managed to accumu- 


late some little wealth. One day Jesus 
passed by and invited him to give up 
his position in order that he might 
become his disciple. We can be sure 
that in this case too the call was not 
quite so abrupt as it seems. Probably 
Matthew was no stranger to Jesus. Like 
all the inhabitants of Capernaum he 
had heard the Master preach, had wit- 
nessed his miracles, and had listened to 
the promises of the coming Kingdom 
and of the blessedness of his followers. 
And Jesus had seen his increasing 
interest in the message. Probably they 
had talked together. But now there 
came the definite invitation to break 
with his old life and to follow the 
Master. His response was as immediate 
as in the case of the others. He arose 
and followed Jesus. But such a re- 
sponse meant more to Levi than it did 
to Simon and his comrades. They had 
an occupation which they could easily 
resume; he had none. ‘Jesus does not 
demand that every business man give 
up his business and enter the ministry. 
But he does ask that of some. A suc- 
cessful business man cannot assume that 
he is not to receive a call to become a 
preacher. His very success in business 
may be one of his qualifications for the 
ministry.”’ 

Matthew’s first move’ was to give a 
dinner party, and invite a group of his 
friends, including a number of other 
tax collectors, in order that they might 
meet Jesus. Some of the religious 
leaders protested against Jesus accept- 
ing an invitation to sit down at the 
table with a group of social outcasts, 
but Jesus explained, ‘‘They that are in 
health have no need of a physician, but 
they that are sick; I am not come to 
call the righteous but sinners to repent- 
ance.’’ 

These five men, Peter, Andrew, James, 
John and Matthew were the first of a 
long line that has continued down to 
the present time, men drawn by Christ’s 
vision of the Kingdom, impelled by his 
clear and commanding personality, to 
become fishers of men, 

And Jesus still calls men, some to 
leave their occupations, or to abandon 
their own plans for their lives, but most 
to serve him where they are. As C. F. 
Alexander has written: 


“Jesus calls us: o’er the tumult 

Of our life’s wild restless sea, 

Day by day his sweet voice soundeth, 
Saying, ‘Christian, follow me.’ 


“Jesus calls us from the worship 

Of the vain world’s golden store; 
From each idol that would keep us, 
Saying, ‘Christian, love me more.’ ” 


And he wishes all of us to become fishers 
of men and heralds of the Kingdom. He 
expects us to use the gifts, the apti- 
tudes, the material goods, the social 
graces that we possess—to follow him 
that we may become the most effective 
workers in his Kingdom. 


II. Some Witnessed Where They Were 


Jesus invited some men to give their 
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full time to witnessing for him; he ex- 
pected the most of his friends to bear 
their witness in connection with their 
regular occupations. One instance of 
this is found in the case of 

1. The Gerasene Demoniac. This 
man had been a dangerous maniac, the 
terror of the whole countryside. Jesus 
had cured him by allowing the unclean 
spirits to pass from him into a herd of 
swine feeding nearby; the swine had 
rushed down the hill side into the sea, 
where they were drowned. “The Jews 
were forbidden to eat swine, but many 
of them in this section occupied by 
Roman soldiers and merchants did not 
scruple to raise swine, which they sold 
to the invader. When the owners of the 
two thousand pigs which had plunged 
into the sea came out from the city and 
beheld on the one hand the loss of their 
property and on the other the healing 
of the erstwhile maniac, they made a 
momentous decision, They requested 
Jesus to depart from their borders. He 
was bad for their business. The fact 
that he was good for one man’s mind 
and soul and would probably prove 
equally beneficial to theirs made little 
difference to them.” (Snowden-Doug- 
lass Sunday School Lessons.) 

Jesus had probably intended to stay 
some days on the eastern shore, but at 
their request, he prepared immediately 
to depart. Filled with gratitude the 
former demoniac wished to accompany 
him. 


Jesus however bade him to go to his 
house (religion begins at home) and to 
his friends and tell them what great 
things the Lord had done for him. 
This man could serve the Kingdom best 
Ly remaining in the Decapolis, where 
his everyday life and words, dropped in 
the course of ordinary conversation, 
would counteract the impression made 
by the destruction of the swine. “Go 
to thy friends,” Jesus said, ‘‘and tell 
them how great things the Lord hath 
done for thee.” Some Christians think 
that ‘personal work’? means approach- 
ing strangers or casual acquaintances 
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with an abrupt question—‘‘Are you a 
Christian?” But this is not true. Some 
can approach strangers’ effectively; 
others are not so gifted. But everyone 
can witness in his own home; everyone 
can tell his friends something of what 
Jesus has meant to him, or of what the 
church which is the body of Christ has 
done for him. 


2. A Blind Beggar, Mk. 10:46-52. 


Jesus had come to Jericho, a commer- 
cial amd religious center, only fifteen 
miles from Jerusalem. The Passover 
was at hand, and the road was crowded 
with pilgrims, Jesus himself, accounted 
a great prophet, was followed by an 
enthusiastic crowd, The rumor that he 
was, or claimed to be, in some sense, the 
Messiah, had by this time become wide- 
spread; it was on men’s lips that he 
would enter Jerusalem in his Messianic 
capacity. 

The first public manifestation of this 
undercurrent of surmise and conjecture 
came from a blind man on the outskirts 
of Jericho. Blindness was very common 
in Palestine and its wretched victims 
posted themselves at the city gateways, 
especially at the Passover season. This 
man was named Bartimaeus. When he 
heard that Jesus was passing by, he 
began to cry out, “Jesus, thou son of 
David, have mercy on me.” ‘Son of 
David,” was the popular name for the 
Messiah. The blind man had probably 
heard it applied to Jesus by some of the 
crowd. “This would indicate a growing 
consciousness on the part of the people 
of Jesus’ real character.”’ 

Many of the people sought to silence 
the man, ‘How easy for well people to 
be impatient with the sick; for the rich: 
to be impatient with the poor; for the 
wise to be impatient with the ignorant 

Here were people who actually 
wanted this man to cease crying for help 
and to get out of the way, so they could 
go about their business or so they them- 
selves could have the attention of the 
Saviour.” (Wilbur Smith.) Or it may 
be that Jesus’ friends did not wish his 
progress to be interrupted. A Messianic 
salutation on the lips of a blind beggar 
seemed premature, inappropriate, even 
dangerous. 

But Jesus stopped and said, ‘‘Call him 
here.”” Men turned to the beggar and 
said, ‘“‘Courage nowf Get up, he is 
calling you.””’ The man threw aside his 
cloak that he might respond the more 
quickly, sprang up and ran to Jesus. 
Jesus spoke to him and said, ‘‘What do 
you want me to do for you?” The blind 
man said to him, ‘Master, let me regain 
my sight.” Jesus said, “Go your way. 
Your faith has cured you.” The man 
regained his sight immediately and fol- 








THERE IS MORE FOOD VALUE PER PENNY IN YOUR 
BOTTLE OF MILK THAN IN ANY OTHER SINGLE FOOD 


Virginia Dairy Company 


‘The Home of Better Milk’’ 








APRIL 8, 1946 


lowed Jesus along the road. 

For the first time Jesus had publicly 
accepted the Messianic title. No doubt 
this fact explains the “triumphal entry” 
which followed shortly thereafter, 
Bartimaeus, we can be sure, was one 
of the foremost of those who shouted, 
“Hosanna! Blessed is he that cometh 
in the name of the Lord.” 

There is no reason to believe that 
Bartimaeus ever became a preacher, or 
an evangelist, or a missionary. He was 
a man of limited abilities; but when the 
opportunity came, he was not afraid to 
witness to the faitn that was in him. 
Only a few Christians are called to be 
preachers, or missionaries; not all Chris- 
tians feel qualified to become soul- 
winners. But every Christian can 
quietly in conversation with friends and 
acquaintances (like the healed de- 
moniac) tell what Jesus means to them; 
there are times when every man (like 
Bartimaeus by word or act can bear his 
public testimony. And at times the 
testimony of laymen can be wonderfully 
blessed of God, as it was with Bar- 
timaeus. In the Reader’s Digest for 
March 1944 there was an article about 
Robert Gilmour LeTourneau. When he 
was past thirty he considered becoming 
a missionary. ‘‘But you know,” his 
pastor reminded him, “God needs busi- 
nessmen too.’’ And so Mr. LeTourneau 
decided to become ‘‘God’s businessman.” 
Of the millions of dollars which have 
come to him since, only a tiny fraction 
has been kept for himself. The rest has 
gone into God’s business. And he speaks 
repeatedly in churches, over the radio 
and at public gatherings. 


Ill. All Pointed Men Away From Them- 
selves to Christ. 


John the Baptist is an example. A 
great popular preacher he had brought 
Jesus to the popular attention. And 
now while John’s followers were dwind- 
ling, Jesus’ followers were increasing. 
It is not hard to imagine the struggle 
that took place in John’s heart. And 
to make it worse ‘‘there were some who 
rubbed salt into the wound. Whether 
they were sympathizers, or candid 
friends, or busybodies pleased to make 
mischief it is hard to say. ‘Rabbi,’ they 
said, ‘he that was with thee beyond 
Jordan, to whom thou barest witness, 
behold, the same baptizeth; and all men 
come to him.’” (Hastings.) Profes- 
sional jealousy is the hardest jealousy 
to avoid, and often arouses the bitterest 
rancor ‘‘John heard the words that told 
him that his sun was setting and that 
a brighter star had risen on the horizon 
and he answered not with chagrin but 
with joy: ‘A man can receive nothing 
except it be given him from heaven. He 
must increase but I must decrease.’ 
Surely nothing greater or nobler was 
ever said. A man has nothing except 
it be given him of God. What I have, 
God has given me. What my profes- 
sional brother has, God has given him. 
If he can alleviate human pain and dis- 
tress with more skill than I, it is from 
God he has the gift; if he can speak 
to men’s consciences with greater power 
than I, it is of God.” 

It is not only that we must point men 
to Christ, but that we must rejoice at 
the growth of Christ’s cause, whatever 
it may mean to us, or to the group or 
interests, with which we have become 
identified, 
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Presbyterians 
Write Books 


STEWARDSHIP IN THE NEW TES- 
TAMENT CHURCH. By Holmes Rols- 
ton. John Knox Press, Richmond. 156 
pp., $1.00 in paper binding. 

“In the lives of many Christians, all 
real progress in spiritual life waits upon 
the willingness of that Christian to 
make Christ the Lord of his possessions 
and to render unto God a faithful stew- 
ardship of the things that God has given 
him,” says Dr. Rolston in concluding 
one of his ten excellent chapters on 
stewardship. A matter so important to 
the individual Christian deserves better 
thought than we have frequently given 
to it. Dr. Rolston’s book marks a new 
high in stewardship discussions, for in 
personal relationships and in wider 
areas he brings sound New Testament 
truth to bear on pressing needs: relief, 
missions, the church as an employer, 
attitudes toward wealth, the Kingdom 
of God, the economic order, etc. 

The author has the best brief dis- 
cussion the reviewer has seen on the 
tithe, which, for many people, is what 
stewardship means. Two telling sen- 
tences: “It would be a great mistake 
for Christian leaders to think that they 
can solve the problems of Christian 
stewardship today simply by an inten- 
sified emphasis on tithing. . . . The 
church today needs to realize afresh 
that a great program of Christian action 
must be squarely based on convictions 
that are distinctively Christian.’’ The 
emphasis on tithing has marked a dis- 
tinct advance in the promotion of ste- 
wardship, Dr. Rolston says, but the 
Christian teaching is something greater 
and more inclusive than that. 

Arranged as a study book, with help- 
ful questions, these chapters could well 
provide the basis for a year’s study by 
sessions and diaconates in local 
churches. A new day would dawn for 
the Kingdom if church officers could but 
lay hold on and be possessed by the fun- 
damental stewardship truth. 


CHILDREN’S STORY SERMONS 
FOR TODAY. By J. J. Murray. John 
Knox Press, Richmond. 151 pp. $1.50. 

People who know Dr. Murray, of the 
Lexington, Va., church, know how di- 
rectly he puts things. His speech is 
clear, no doubt, because his thought is 
clear. This is not always a character- 
istic of those who attempt to put their 
thoughts into language which children 
can understand. His new book of brief 
sermons for children does the job ad- 
mirably. Perhaps it is Dr. Murray’s 
love for and understanding of nature 
that is his strong ally, for he draws 
many stirring lessons from the world 
about us; but another resource must 
also be his ability to get to the heart 
of Scriptural truth and to express it in 
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clear, non-technical language. These 
36 story sermons will be thoroughly en- 
joyed by children, and they may well 
serve as patterns for those who wish 
to learn the art. 


THE MOST UNFORGETTABLE 
CHARACTER I’°VE EVER MET. By 
John Allan MacLean. John Knox Press, 
Richmond. 223 pp., $2.00. 

Readers of this paper will not need 
any words of recommendation for ser- 
mons written by Dr. MacLean of Rich- 
mond’s Ginter Park church. They have 
read his articles and sermons in these 
columns to their great profit. From the 
opening sermon, from which the book 
gets its name, a communion sermon, to 
the closing brief ‘‘Prayer of a Modern 
Pharisee,”’ readers will be amazed at 
the preacher’s ability to put his truth 
into arresting phrases, to carry inter- 
est on by intriguing sub-headings, to 
drive steadily ahead to a clear-cut goal. 
(The Pharisee’s Prayer, by the way, ap- 
peared first in this paper and literally 
thousands of copies of it have been re- 
produced for wide distribution, though 
the publishers in some way failed to 
list that fact in their acknowledg- 
ments.) 

Dr. MacLean’s sermons follow no nar- 
row groove. They are deeply personal, 
they are challengingly social. They 
summon to a more effective evangelism, 
to a deeper appreciation of the beauti- 
ful, to a vital and vitalizing personal 
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faith, to a spirit of helpful self-criticism, 
to a deeply-rooted social concern—and 
in all things to an abiding, passionate 
commitment to Christ. His power of il- 
lustration is one of his most effective 
gifts in the achievement of all these 
purposes. He has a direct approach 
that makes formal and stereotyped lan- 
guage seem unreal in an atmosphere 
where all too often there are vague 
generalizations. It is a splendid col- 
lection of able sermons. 


THINK ON THESE THINGS. By 
Stuart R. Oglesby. John Knox Press, 
Richmond. 103 pp., $1.25. 

The pastor of Atlanta’s Central 
church has published a number of 
books. None has been more interest- 
ingly conceived than this one on what 
he speaks of as Paul’s philosophy of 
life as reflected in Philippians 4:8, 9: 
“Finally, brethren, whatsoever things 
are true . think on these things. 

. .” Each of Paul’s suggested objects 
of thought becomes the text of an ex- 
cellent sermon. Dipping in almost any- 
where one finds a sentence or para- 
graph which should be “writ large” for 
all to read. Perhaps there can be quo- 
tations in future issues of this paper. 
Meanwhile, there should be a wide and 


fruitful reading of this small book 
which is packed with wisdom. 
A. N. B. 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


TO BANNER ELK 

Roswell Long, for 15 years pastor at 
Greenwood, S. C., and onetime steward- 
ship secretary of the denomination, has 
resigned his pastorate to accept a posi- 
tion with the Edgar Tufts Memorial 
Association of Banner Elk, N. C. Dr. 
Long has been a member of the board 
of trustees of this association and was 
at one time chairman. The association 
owns and controls Grace Hospital, Lees- 
McRae College, Grandfather Children’s 
home and various business enterprises. 
Dr. Long will give his immediate atten- 
tion to the college endowment program 
now being launched. 








CHANGES 

J. W. Walkup from Tarboro, N. C., 
to 47 Smythe Ave., Dunean Mills, Green- 
ville, S. C. 

Will King from Vanderbilt, Texas, 
to 1022 Texas Blvd., Weslaco, Texas. 

Peter G. Cosby, Ill, Birmingham, will 
become pastor of the Laurel, Va., 
church, just outside Richmond, August 
1. 

Chris Matheson from Davidson, N. C., 
to General Delivery, Gainesville, Fla. 


Frederick W. Lewis from Danville, 
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Va., to Graham, N. C., care Presbyte- 
rian Church. 
J. Alston Boyd from Atkinson, N. C., 
to 700 Grace Ave., Burlington, N. C. 
R. K. McCall from Sherman, Texas, 
to 603 N. Beard, Shawnee, Okla. 


CHAPLAINS AVAILABLE FOR PAS- 

TORATES 

In addition to those previously listed: 

Dwyn M. Mounger, 305 S. Montgom- 
ery St., Starkville, Miss. 

J. Allen Cabaniss, Box 455, Colum- 
bia, Miss. 

Lewis B. Metts, 318 Vernon St., Gaff- 
ney, S. C. 


DEATH 


Edward N. Caldwell, 55, pastor at 
traham, N. C., for less than ‘two years, 
died there March 12. Before coming to 
his last pastorate Dr. Caldwell had 
been minister of the First church, Tal- 
lahassee, Fla., for 17 years; from 1919 
to 1926 he had served as pastor at 
Graham. The son of missionary par- 
ents, he was born in Shanghai, China. 
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WANTED: Several workers 
younger children at a Presbyterian 
phan’s Home. For information write 
Westminster Service Bureau, 410 U: 
Building, Louisville 2, Kentucky. 
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